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Globally, I believe that the leading issue facing young women is a lack of education. Without an education, women have little to no opportunity to improve their own lives, and the lives of future generations. In order for women to avoid diseases such as AIDS, earn just wages, and have voices in their communities, they first must be educated. Without knowledge, women have neither the capability nor the confidence to become leaders within their communities. For example, in the United States, only once women began receiving higher-level education did they begin to develop any sort of equality with men. As Schoolhouse Rock once stated, “knowledge is power.” 

Educating a woman can change the world. During my junior year, my school worked to raise money for and awareness about the Girl Effect, an organization dedicated to changing the world through the empowerment of women. Essentially, their theory is that if you educate a woman and give her the means to start a small business, a chain reaction leads to more clean water, a decrease in AIDS, and a solution to issues facing the developing world. According to Girl Effect, further schooling can increase a woman’s wages up to 25%, cause her to marry later, and give her the choice to have fewer children. Furthermore, reading Greg Mortenson and David Relin’s book, Three Cups of Tea, which tells the story of Greg Mortenson, a man dedicated to building schools in the Middle East for girls, caused me to recognize the lack of proper education for women around the world. 

Many factors in my life have caused me to become passionate about this issue. As a result of my attendance at an all-girls high school, I believe strongly in the value of women in our society. I truly value the education I have received thus far, and I acknowledge the opportunities available to me because of my education, opportunities that I believe should be available to all women. Because of my beliefs, I have spent time working on our school’s annual Lenten service projects. Last year, we focused on the Girl Effect; we raised money for girls in Bangladesh, both for education and for loans to start small businesses. This year, we raised money for an all-girls school in Kenya to build a well and new latrines so that girls would be able to stay in school with proper sanitation and hydration. Another thing I would do to resolve this issue would be to pressure governments to allocate funds for the education of women; without the monetary resources for schooling, neither boys nor girls will receive sufficient education. Furthermore, I would fight to supply clean drinking water and bathroom facilities to communities and schools; clean water allows more girls to stay in school because they would not have to travel for water each day and would be able to deal with menstruation during the school day. Overall, I believe education has the power to change the lives of women and to change the world.

